





ESA Mission

ESA is the voice of the European seed industry, representing the
interests of those active in research, breeding, production and
marketing of seeds of agricultural, horticultural and ornamental plant
species.

ESA’'s mission is to work for

effective protection of intellectual property relating to plants and
seeds;

fair and proportionate regulations for plant breeding, variety protection
and seeds
freedom of choice for customers (farmers, growers, industry,

consumers) in supplying seeds as a result of innovative, diverse
technologies and production methods

freedom of choice, a fairly new term, mainly relating to coexistence of GM and
non-GM plant varieties

ESA as a regional seed association is tightly related to and
cooperating with ISF — International Seed Federation as the global
representative of the seed industry













o Decision-making procedure )

» The basic work is done in the various crop sections.
» Two horizontal committees are of utmost importance:
CRLA - Committee Regulatory & Legal Affairs

CIPR — Committee Intellectual Property and
Breeders Rights

contributing essentially to political positions

» Final decisions are made by the Board and the
General Assembly

» As to ISTA:

Crop related seed issues are discussed in the crop
sections (seed quality, seed analysis, minimum/
maximum seed quality requirements) and in the CRLA,
when it comes to regulations






a The global commercial seed industry
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European Member States

Seed exports

European agricultural
seed exports 2003
(value by country)
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Evolution of Seed Exchanges Worldwide (Mill. US$)
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Assuring food supply and food quality depends on assuring
the availability of quality seed !

Yield from 1 kg of seed at average seeding rates

Crop Yield from 1 kg seed
Maize 500 kgs grain
Qil seed rape <1.000 kgs oil seed
Tomato 3.0 — 9.0 mill. kgs tomatoes
Sugar beet 10.000 kgs sugar
Soybean 80 kgs beans
Wheat 70 kgs grain

Seeds are high-tech, high value added products!

This statement is mirroring the importance of ESA‘s cooperation
with ISTA
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" -~ No choice with disproportionate thresholds!

Costs of Thresholds for Seed -
Results from ESA’s study in the EU
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Incremental costs for various AP thresholds (maize):

Empirical results from the EU

L source: Kalaitzandonakes, N., Univ. of Missouri, 20051
(publication in preparation)
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